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Abstract
This paper shows that the extension of social security is an important element in policies to counteract some of the negative social effects of globalization.  It reviews some key world-wide trends with regard to the extension of social security, in particular concerning tax-financed benefits.  It then provides some estimates on the financial affordability of a global social security floor, and shows how the process of extending social security can be supported by the explicit recognition of the right to social security.  The article then explores how, at the international level, a global socio-economic floor could be better implemented through a human rights-based approach, and it reviews some of the recent initiatives undertaken by the UN Human Rights Council.  It suggests a number of steps to improve the effective implementation of the human rights-based approach.  It concludes that such an approach can help achieving the Millennium Development Goals, and provide the framework for global policies for development and poverty eradication beyond 2015.
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