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ABSTRACT

The aim of this paper is to explore the advice inherent in policies of international organizations. Central America is taken as the empirical case, and the paper tries to connect recent theoretical and conceptual developments with the understandings of poverty reduction and citizenship enhancement within international organizations. These issues have for some time been framed by the so-called Washington Consensus within which trade liberalization featured prominently. The thesis is that policies advanced and the advices given by international organizations are beyond the Washington Consensus in its neo-liberal variant, and that even when free trade is still seen as a very important issue, it should not be confused with neo-liberalism. A new consensus seems to have developed within international organizations: the focus on and support of sustainable development. Sustainable development in turn has three dimensions: the (traditional) environmental, but also the economic and the social. Another (developing) consensus is the focus on human rights, and – more and more – human rights explicitly include social rights. Hence, recommended policies should, disregarding any other purposes, enhance the strengthening of institutions that safeguard or develop social citizenship. The paper tries to judge the different policies of and advices given by international organization with respect to what they mean for the development of social citizenship in Central America. It concludes that recommendations are beyond the former Washington Consensus and in strong support of enhancing social citizenship rights.
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