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ABSTRACT

Main Purpose
The paper’s purpose is to examine, in comparative terms, the profile and contents of the new Latin American Social Agenda emerging in the so called past neoliberal era in the region, focusing on three main dimensions now afecting the domestic welfare states: the focalized and “welfarist” (asistentialist) poverty reduction’s  strategies; the new wave of social programs’reform and the strategic issue of the regional economic and social integration.
Starting from the domestic Welfare States’main changes leading by the former neoliberal reforms, the study seeks to identify the challenges faced by those systems in order to implement the new developmental and progressive social agenda.
Research main questions and stages
As widely pointed out, different processes and facts seem to indicate the emergency of a new social agenda in Latin America, and more generally a new strategy of economic and social development.  Expressions of this tendency can be found both in the growing criticism about the so called neoliberal paradigm that have ruled the region for more than twenty-five years; more recently, in the electoral victories of political leaders located in the left and center-left side of the ideoligical spectrum, supposed to be committed with other and socially more progressive alternatives of economic growth and international insertion; finally, in the new processes of social programs’ reforms starting in 2006 in Chile, in the both fields of social security and education. 
There have been a series of debates on the exhaustion of the neoliberal paradigm.  Indeed, differente strands of academic and policy oriented studies have pointed out the unilateralism and radicalism of this “one size fits all” policy model (Riesco, 2005; Draibe y Riesco, 2006) and its bad results of low growth, chronic unemployment, increasing inequality and the inability of significant and durable reduction of the poverty (Carnegie, 2005). 
A central question is  to know if and how the neoliberal model of growth that oriented the region in the last twenty-five years would be already arriving at its limit. In this case, what is the nature of the region’s next developmente stage? What kind of social regulation it will be present, in the new stage? More specifically, what role will social policies play in the new period? 
Methodology
This article deals with those questions in three principal dimensions:
· at the starting point, the research explores the main caracteristics of the Estado Desarrollista under the nuclear concept of Latin American Developmental Welfare State (LADWS) - a peculiar form of developmental welfare state which played, in the period 1930-1980, a strategic role in the process of industrialization of Latin America countries, favouring the incorporation of masses of peasants to the the dynamics and structures of urban market economies (Draibe & Riesco, 2006);
· regardind the last two decades, the study examines the legacies of the neoliberalim regulation, in terms of the region’s social policies systems, but also in social and institutional terms;
· in more recent times, the new social policies’ tendencies  which seem characterized and chalenge the latian America social policies system:

· the recent poverty reduction strategies and the impact of the focalized cash transfer programs upon the domestic policy regimes (Brazil, Argentine, Chile and Mexico);

· the social reform new movements, a kind of contra-reform movement  in the (almost) contrary sense of the former neoliberal social reforms (Chile; Argentine); 

· the social agenda of the regional integration (MERCOSUL)
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